Psychology/Biology 3506 - Neuropharmacology – Winter, 2010
COURSE INFORMATION

Instructor: David R. Brodbeck, Ph.D.           

Phone:949-2301 x 4336

E-Mail: dave.brodbeck@algomau.ca
IM: Live Messenger: Brodbeck@auc.ca Yahoo: davebrodbeck, AIM: dbrodbeck2004, twitter: dbrodbeck, xBox Live: dbrodbeck PSN: dbrodbeck       

Office: SH 506
Office Hours: TBA       

Time and Location of Lectures: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00

Website: http://people.auc.ca/brodbeck
Blog: http://people.auc.ca/brodbeck/blog
RSS feed: http://feeds.feedburner.com/dave_psych

TEXTBOOK

McKim, W. A. (2007). Drugs and behavior. (6thh Ed.). Upper Saddlle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is a general introduction to psychopharmacology.  We will study the effects of drugs on behaviour and cognition as well as other systems.  Both human and non-human data will be presented.  Selected families of drugs will be studied in detail..  

EVALUATION

Tests: (Test  1 Jan 27 = 20 %, Test 2 March 8, 20 %)

There will be two term tests in this course.  They will consist of short answer questions and a few multiple choice items and some fill in the blank type questions.

Paper (30%)

Each student will write a term paper on a topic approved by the instructor.  This paper is due on the last day of class (March 31)..  The paper should use APA style referencing and should be no longer than 2000 words.  The list of possible topics is included at the end of this outline.  Our library has an extensive online journal database, there should be really no need to worry about availability of material..


Presentation  (20%)


Each student will give a presentation of about 10 minutes or so on his or her paper.  You will be marked on substance, style and your ability to answer questions.


Participation
10%


You are expected to attend class, and expected to participate, ask questions, and generally contribute to the discussion.
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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

The University takes a very serious view of such offences as plagiarism, cheating, and impersonation.  Penalties for dealing with such offences will be strictly enforced.

The following web site contains a complete policy statement on academic dishonesty and attendance.  Students are encouraged to read this policy for further clarification of theses issues:

http://laurentian.ca/vpacademic/policies/academicdishonesty.pc
CELLPHONE/COMPUTER/PDA POLICY


If you prefer to take notes with your laptop that is fine.  If I find you chatting or checking out youtube videos or doing anything that has nothing to do with the class you will be asked to leave (and it won’t really be a request….).


Your cellphone MUST be turned off in class.  This is common courtesy.  I do NOT want to hear a phone ring.  I do NOT want to have to pick up your phone and tell the person on the other end of the call that he or she is a jerk who is interrupting my class.  


Do NOT wear headphones in class.  I don’t care how cool your iPod or Zune (like anyone has a Zune…) is.  Don’t do it.   

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
The general regulations of the university require punctual and regular attendance at the various academic exercises.  If there are extenuating circumstances related to an absence, the instructor should be notified.  Absences in excess of 20% may jeopardize receipt of credit for the course.

ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR THIS COURSE

If you do not come you cannot participate.  You cannot get participation marks by not participating.  So, I suggest you come to class.  I do not lend out notes for this class.  

MISSED TESTS/ASSIGNMENTS

Please contact me ASAP so we can set something up.  An acceptable excuse (e.g., illness) will likely result in a make up test.  Workload is NOT an acceptable excuse (i.e., “But I have three papers due and a test next week.”  My response to this is “Welcome to University!”)

LATENESS POLICY

I do not accept late papers.  They are due at the start of class on the final day.  This is non negotiable.  If you don’t believe me, I can give you the names of some students that have tried handing in late papers to me.

Essay topics:

The history of cannabis

The treatment options for alcoholics

The history of beer

Alcoholics Anonymous

Rise of the Columbian cocaine cartels

Legalization of marijuana

History of opiates

Prohibition

Economic impacts of alcohol abuse

History of cola

Treatment options for opiate abusers

Connection between drugs and music

Second hand smoke research

Is caffeine really safe?

Fetal alcohol syndrome

Compare typical and atypical antipsychotic drugs

Are SSRI drugs like Prozac safe?

Root causes of gas sniffing in Davis Inlet, NL (or any other community)

Treatment options for smokers

Are drug laws racially/socially/ethically (or whatever) biased?

The history of coffee

The history of tea

Medical uses of Heroin

History of wine

Rise of the craft brewing industry

Is addiction a disease?

Psychological and physical dependence, is there a difference?

Is the ‘War on Drugs’ sensible or misguided?

Canadian vs American drug laws

Canadian vs European drug laws

European vs American drug laws

Medical uses for marijuana

Performance enhancing drugs in sports

Is marijuana a gateway drug?

Can alcoholics ever drink again?

Drugs and literature

Any other topic approved by the instructor.

