Psychology 3906 – Animal Cognition - Fall, 2007
COURSE INFORMATION

Instructor: David R. Brodbeck, Ph.D.           

Phone:949-2301 x 4336

E-Mail: dave.brodbeck@algomau.ca
IM: MSN: Brodbeck@auc.ca Yahoo: davebrodbeck, AIM: dbrodbeck2004, xBox Live: dbrodbeck (beware, I eat n00bs for lunch…)         

Office: SH 597

Office Hours: TBA       

Time and Location of Lectures: Mondays, Wednesdays, 10:00 pm

Website: http://people.auc.ca/brodbeck
Blog: http://people.auc.ca/brodbeck/blog
RSS feed: http://feeds.feedburner.com/dave_psych

TEXTBOOK

Shettleworth, S. J. . (1998). Cognition, evolution and behavior  New York: Oxford..

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is an introduction to the field of Comparative cognition specifically and evolutionary psychology in general.  We will look at Data from several species including rats, pigeons, chickadees, chimps, humans, aw heck, the list is just too darned long!  This should be a neat course, and should finally convince you that learning is more than the study of spit and twitches.

EVALUATION

Tests: (Test 1, Tuesday, February 4, 2003 = 15 %, Test 2, Tuesday, March 11, 2003 = 20%)

There will be two term tests in this course.  They will consist of short answer questions, essay type questions and MAYBE multiple choice items

/

Presentation (20%)

Each student will give a 10-15 min (perhaps longer, this depends on enrolment really) talk on a topic chosen in consultation with the instructor.  Grades will be based on presentation style, demonstrated understanding of the material, and answers to questions.

Paper (35%)

Each student will write a term paper of approximately 2500 words on the same topic as the paper.  This paper MUST be done in APA style..  The paper is due at the start of the last class.

Participation (10%)

You are expected to participate in class discussions and to ask (and heck, answer) questions when warranted.
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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

The University takes a very serious view of such offences as plagiarism, cheating, and impersonation.  Penalties for dealing with such offences will be strictly enforced.

The following web site contains a complete policy statement on academic dishonesty and attendance.  Students are encouraged to read this policy for further clarification of theses issues:

http://laurentian.ca/vpacademic/policies/academicdishonesty.pc
CELLPHONE/COMPUTER/PDA POLICY


If you prefer to take notes with your laptop that is fine.  If I find you chatting or checking out youtube videos or doing anything that has nothing to do with the class you will be asked to leave (and it won’t really be a request….).


Your cellphone MUST be turned off in class.  This is common courtesy.  I do NOT want to hear a phone ring.  I do NOT want to have to pick up your phone and tell the person on the other end of the call that he or she is a jerk who is interrupting my class.  


Do NOT wear headphones in class.  I don’t care how cool your iPod or Zune (like anyone has a Zune…) is.  Don’t do it.   

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
The general regulations of the university require punctual and regular attendance at the various academic exercises.  If there are extenuating circumstances related to an absence, the instructor should be notified.  Absences in excess of 20% may jeopardize receipt of credit for the course.

ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR THIS COURSE

If you do not come you cannot participate.  You cannot get participation marks by not participating.  So, I suggest you come to class.  I do not lend out notes for this class.  

MISSED TESTS/ASSIGNMENTS

Please contact me ASAP so we can set something up.  An acceptable excuse (e.g., illness) will likely result in a make up test.  Workload is NOT an acceptable excuse (i.e., “But I have three papers due and a test next week.”  My response to this is “Welcome to University!”).

Please try not to miss either presentation.

LATENESS POLICY

I do not accept late papers.  They are due at the start of class on the last day of the term.  This is non negotiable.  If you don’t believe me, I can give you the names of some students that have tried handing in late papers to me.

