Psychology 4007 – Contemporary Theory and Research in Psychology  - Winter 2010
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION

This course consists of a survey of major theoretical approaches in contemporary psychology, with examination of major research questions and theories in different specialty areas. (LEC 3) Prerequisite: Completion of at least 42 credits in Psychology in the specialized programme or permission of the Department.

COURSE INFORMATION

Instructor: David R. Brodbeck, Ph.D.           

Phone: 949-2301 x4336

E-Mail: dave.brodbeck@algomau.ca
IM: Brodbeck@auc.ca (MSN) davebrodbeck (Yahoo) dbrodbeck2004 (AIM/iChat) dbrodbeck (xBox Live gametag). Dbrodbeck (twitter)

Office: 506
Office Hours: TBA (IM or email is a great way to get me to answer questions, sort of virtual office hours).       

Time and Location of Lectures: Tuesdays, and Thursdays 11:30 am

Course Website: http://people.auc.ca/brodbeck
Course Blog: http://people.auc.ca/brodbeck/blog
RSS feed: http://feeds.feedburner.com/dave_psych

TEXTBOOK


None, there will be a LOT of readings though…

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The Purpose of this course is to cap off your time in the psych program with some thinking (perhaps even introspection….) about what psychology is, where it has been and where it is going.

EVALUATION

Participation 



20 percent

Article Seminar


20 percent 
Major Presentation


25 percent

Final Paper



35 percent

The articles will be distributed on the first or second day of class.  You and two others (you will work in threes assigned by the instructor) will be assigned an article.  You will then lead the class in a discussion of that article.  

Your Major Presentation and Final Paper will be on the same topic.  That topic is “What should psychology be studying and how will it change?”  The presentation should be about 10 minutes, max, while the paper can be no longer than 2500 words, and must have NO REFERENCES, it is to be your ideas, completely.  

In a class like this participation is key.  So, when the articles come up for discussion you must have read them.  To ensure this, you will be asked to prepare at least 3 questions about each article (or observations).  While the article seminars will be run by the students, your instructor will, now and then, ask someone else what their questions are.

CLASS SCHEDULE

Class




Topic





January 5



Introduction



7




What is Psychology?  Where are we going?


12




Articles

14




Articles

19




Articles

21




Articles 

26




Articles

28




Articles



February 2



Articles

4




Articles 

9




Articles

11




Articles



23




Articles


25




Articles

March 2



Presentations
4




Presentations
9




Presentations
11




Presentations
16




Presentations

18




Presentations



23




Presentations

27




Presentations

30




Presentations

April 1




Wrap Up

ATTENDANCE

You are required to attend class meetings and you are expected to be on time and to contribute to class discussions.  Absence from more than 20% of class meetings can result in loss of course credit.  

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Please consult your course calendar for details, definitions and penalties.  

MISSED ASSIGNMENTS

Do not miss your presentation or article day.  Just don’t.  The chance of you getting any sort of change in the time you do something without a medical excuse (backed up by a note) is pretty much nil.  
Your paper is due on the last day of class, April 1, 2010 at the beginning of class.  I do not accept late papers.  If you hand in your paper late, you will get 0.  This is not negotiable.  If you do not believe me, I can give you a list of people that have tried to hand in a paper late.

